A comparison of the structure and properties of human, rat and rabbit serum transferrin.
1. The chemical and physical properties of human, rat and rabbit serum transferrins were compared. 2. The proteins were found to differ in heat stability, iron release, their behaviour during electrophoresis in SDS polyacrylamide gels, and their sulphur amino acid content. 3. The results are discussed in relation to the possible role of disulphide bridges in maintaining the shape and flexibility of the three transferrins, and in their appearance during the evolution of the transferrin family.